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WILLIAM / 
Chriſtian 2 Rath 
Manifeſted to be 


Illiam Rogers of Briſtol, 


ANTICHRISTIAN. 
in behalf of himſelf, and 


| | his Friends with him con- 


cerned, hath Written a Book againſt 
Apoſtates, containing 1oo Sheets of 
Paper, price 4 s. 4d. 

In Anſwer to that Book, Thomas 
Lawrence of Marlbrough, their oppo- 
nent, hath Written a Book againſt 
Separatiſts, containing one Sheet of 
Paper, price one half Penny 3 Per- 
ſpicuity and Brevity are two chief 
points in writing, that, is plain and 
ſhort; Bur this Voluminous Book 
of William Rogers and his Friends 
concerned, is neither plain nor 
| A 2 | ſhort, 
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(2) 
ſhort, but Ambiguous and Tedious, 
Doubtful and Long; Loaded with 
many Letters Suppolitions and Jeal- 
louſiesz Reiterations and Parentheles; 
many ana long objeQions and obſer- 
vations , that will both trouble and 
weary the Reader. | 

More to the purpoſe you might 
have Written in the tenth part of the 
Paper ( having ſo many in Council 
to make a Book, And Children of 
Light too, as you call. 

Note, that envious Spirit, flande- WM 
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rous to truth, and the ground of dit- WM ;; 
ferences and contention, whereot M þ. 
you charge your oppoſers, it will fall * 
upon your own Heads like a Mil-W 
ttonez nor 1s it likely, that yourM «; 
Book will gather any one to your þ, 
ſide, that hath. any ſence of truth nM «c 


them , but rather cauſe many to dei 
art from you. | 
Thou beginneſt thy Preface witt 
Chriſt's ſaying 5 as Ei hear, 1 411090 
that is, hear the party not report; 
William Rogers did(t thou ever heat 
George Fox adviſe Nathaniel Crips - 
- - 


(3) 
Robert Arch to buy their T ythes, or 
hearſay > did{t thou ever hear G. 
F. adviſe Mary ZPenington to hide or 
ſecure her goods from the Spoilers, 
in time of danger ? elſe thou haſt 
judged by hearlay ; Notwithſtan- 


ding.thou did'it hide ſome part of thy 


own goods, and ule many arguments 
for hiding goods, as appears in the 
firſt part of your Book, Page 32, 
3 | 
: Thou haſt muddled that point , as 
thou haſt many others in your Book, 
that were plain enough beforez why 
had'ſt thou not made it more intelli- 
gible and plain? as how much'goods 
may be hid; what ſorts of goods; 
and who may do it; Thou haſt a- 
buſed George Fox double; firſt judg- 
ed him by heare-ſay,ſecondly, judged 


"4 him for adviſing to hide goods in any 


caſe, and yet do it thy ſelf in ſome 
caſe; condemning another, and do 
the ſame things; ſo thou art inex- 
cuſable, 

In your ſecond part, you treat on 
principles of Religion, but not ſo ſa- 
7 AZ Lis- 
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tisfying, as was done by Ancient 
-. Faithful Labourers in the Miniſtery, 
by Word and Writing, Doctrine and 
Government 3 You Preach up Do- 
Ctrine, but leave out Chriſt's Govern- 
ment, and ſo you are tightly called 
Jeperates, putting alunder what God 
hath joyned together 5 Parting Eus- 
band and Wife,cutting off the Body from 
the Head, as if they were all Traytors;you 
name your ſelves ina peculiar manner, 
Children of Light; what are none el({c 
Children of Light but l/iliam Rogers 
and his Friends concern'd ? Sure e- 
nough your Book is a work of Dark- 
neſs,as appears; for you have aſlerted 
many things in your Book that are 
not true: Your firſt Aſſertion 1s. © That 
<«< ſome ſay that God hath Anointed 
*and choſen George Fox to be in that 
«* place, among the Children of Light, 
*;n our day, as Moſes was among the 
* Children of Tſrael in his day; to (ct 
<up forms of Church-Government,. 
<« part firſt, pag. 9. This you charge on 
them you call your oppoſers; Now 
it is your part to prove who they are; 
or 
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or if anyjſuch be, thou knowſt not 
whether George Fox doth own their 
Teſtimony. 

Second Aſjertion, Tou charge your 
oppoſers ( as you call them ) with 
Folly and Hypocrifie, that profeſs them- 


elves members of the true Church, and 


believe as the Church believes. Anſwer, 


To believe as the Church believes, 
for no other reaſon, but becauſe the 
Church ſo believes; Whether the 
Church of Ezgland, or Church of 
Rome 1s Popery; but to believe as the 
true Church believes, is true faith , 
not FOR , but AS; but your ſence 
concerning them, you cal] your 
oppoſers is, That they believe as 
others do , without Gods grace in 
their hearts, which you can never 


prove . 


Third Afertion, The place of Chrifts 
Government is only within, in the 
heart, part fiſt, page 29. Q., Who 
then ſhall govern in the Life? What 
Scripture have you for the word ozly 


- within? You quote Eſay the 9th. but 


that Scripture is againſt you, and faith 
A4 Chriſt's 


* G6) 

Chriſt's, Government is upon his Soul- 
ders,that is'without ;the parable in the 
Light opens it ſelf, declaring Chriſt's 
Divine and Humane Nature,One God; 
begin at the 6 v. Unto us a Child is 
Born , his Human Nature ; wnto us a 
Jor: is given, his divine Nature; one 
Lord, one King , one Government, 
not divided, but in unity with his 
members. 

Chriſt is not ſuffering now by him- 
ſeJf in Heaven, but ſuffering together 
with his members on Earth, bearing 
up his Government in them, and ſuf- 
fering with them, within and with-. 
out. Oaul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou 
me? in all their affliftions I was 
—_ , preſſed as' a Cart with 

heavs. | 

The increaſe of his Government and 
Peace have noend; but the Separates 
will have no increaſe of Chriſts Go- 
vernment, no more than was in the 
_ beginning ; then no increaſe of peace 
- there will be, but Wrangling and Dit- 
ferences with ſuch. | 


Fourth 


(7) 
Fourch Afſertion, It is repugnant 10 
the Light in our conſciences, to believe 
that C hrifts Government fhould refs up- 
en any Man, or Men, to be rulers over 


others. Anſwer, Taeſe and the like 


words of governing, ruling and lord- 
ing over others, 1s ſo often charged, 
and ſo much of the Book ſpent, and 


ſohttle or nothing proved , that it 


doth manifeſt the Author of this 
Book to be more crazy and flaſhy , 
then ſollid and weighty ; yet (till cry- 
ing up the Light within,and are not 
init; None more able to betray his 
Maſter than. a Diſciple 3, none could 
more advantagiouſly betray his Ma- 
{ter than a Judas 5 What a ſad thing 
tis for any to loſe a good condition, 
and not know it, nor will they know 
if one ſhould tell them. 

Fifth Afſertion, That George Fox 
was the firſt that did begin the difference 
among Friends, by ſetting up Monthly 
and Quarterly Meetings. Anſwer, The 
body of faithful Friends agreed , that 
the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings 
were ſet up by the Spirit /and "ORE 
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of Chrift, through G. Fox, not by 
impoſition upon, but recommendation . 
to the Church; Jobs Wilkinſon, and || * 
Fohs Story, both ſaid they wouldnot di 
lay, They were not ſet up by the Power ; 

yet John Story (aid another time, i 1, 
Fe would not ſay, they were, or were nt: 
the third time, oh Story ſaid, He il 
did not believe George Fox had God: 
OIpirit to ao it by; and John Wilkinſon Ml 7 
ſaid ro me and others, He did x0 
own the Monthly and (Quarterly Mee- | 6; 
tings , when they were firſt ſet up. 

It this be not confuſion, _ what is? 
Nathaniel Crips, 1n his anſwer to my 
Book, concerning the Man of Sin r- WM 1 
vealed, ſaid, Fe did not own George Ml ,,; 
Fox's orders, many years before he ken Ml x. 
any Man diſown them. So he and the Ml |, 
Johns ſeem to be wiſer in their own WM ;c 
- conceits, than the body of faithful WM :; 
Friends. 

Now let the Reader judge in the true MW ,, 
Light who were the firſt beginners WW q; 
of the differences, he that ſet upule- MW «<« 
ful and decent Orders in the Church, 
by the Spirit and Power of on, 
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they that did begin quarelling and 
pecking at them # | 

4 [Theſe three Diſſenters do themſelves 
'ot FF diſprove what they firſt aſſerted. 
{6 Many more ſuch Afertions might 
©, i benamed; but firſt prove theſe true if 
99; WM you can: what you charge in your 
ie i Book concerning George Foxa His fly- 
as ing perſecution at Briſtol, I leave it for 
on Briſtol Friends to anſwer, that were 
9! i eye witneſſes of what was done; as 
* I for the reſt of your Book, I leave for 
you to weary your (elves with; only 
let me tell you, that curſed Cham wn 
covered the nakedneſs of his natural Fa- 
| ther; but you have endeavoured to 
uncover the nakednels of a Spiritual 
Father, if he had any, which you have 
not proved; having ſhot many Ar- 
| rowsof envy at him,even bitter words, 
and hard Speeches. 

Haman thought to deſtroy Morde- 
c43,and all the Seed of the Jews; butthe 
deſtruction fell upon himſelf, and his 
confederatesz but as Joſeph (aid unto 
his Brethren, Je intended evil againſt 


me, but God turned it to good; (o your 
Prin- 
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Printing your Book, and Jſaac Pen. 
 Ingtons, and G reorge Foxes Letters, 
compared with [#;iam Hogers and | V 
John WW ilkin{ons, will prove an advan. I © 
tage to tru:hz and it will rejoyce ſuch Us 
2s live 1n thelife of Truth, to ſee the G 
Torch flame, by knocking againſt MW & 
the poſlgy and fo may recover fome MW ©4 
from the Beaſt-and falſe Prophet, that 
are now in their heate of Contention, 
William Rogers, If any man or 
men, that never heard of any difje- 
rence among QUrakers, ſhould un- 
| derſtand upon, what grounds thou 
haſt juſtified the Jobs, and vilified 
George Fox, and Robert Barclay, they 
would wonder at thy unadviſed for- 
wardnelſs, ſo to exceed in hard ipcech- 
es; many of your own fide reading 7. 
Wilkinſon's,and G.F's.Letters from one 
toeach other, would ſink their eſteem 
of thy unreaſonable proceedings, but 
ſuch as have well known what George 
Fox and the Johns have been, in do- 
ing and ſuffering the benefit of com: 
pariſon, may be uſcful in this mat- 
ter. 


I. George 


C11) 

r. George Fox was the firſt publick 
Preacher of that glonous day, the 
Light of Chriſt within fiace the aproſta- 
cy. Johr If ilkinſon (aid, as in the fourth 
part of their Book, page. 77. That 
God appeared in George FOx. in the be- 


. ginning of the day of 7 ife, and reach- 


ed unto us ( faith he ) with his word, 
which gave ns faith to believe his Te- 


| ſtimony, that God gave of bis Light in 


our hearts; John Story told me, That 
George Fox was detained from then 
in Lanſon 7 riſen; ſo they were at 2 
great loſs for want of Councel, until 
Gearge Fox came to them again; Then 
the Johns were not the firſt nor the 
moſt ancient Miniſters. 

2. George. Fox hath been a great 
travelling Miniſter, rot only all over 
England, but beyond the Seas, ma- 
ny hundred miles alſo; But the Johns 
were never beyond the Seas. { as I 
know,) nor never over Exgland, net- 
ther as | know, but from Kendal to 
Briſtol, and ſoto Reading, and back 
again to particular Meetings , with 
much wearinels and caution im _ 
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of danger 3 nor bore no preat Bur. 
then nor Heat, but by a good fire in 
their 'free quarters, and are little 
known or minded, but in their ſepa. 
rations. 

23. George Fox hath begotten many 
to Godby Gods power in his Miniſtry, 
that reached my heart at firſt hearing, 
which the Johxs did not; though] 
heard them often before, yet much hath 
been ſpoken of their gathering of 
People 1n part of the South and Weſt; 
but what have they gathered them to? 

but a profefiion of true words out of 
the Life; Witneſs ſome particular Mee- 
tings, from Wickham to Briſtol , and 
thereabout. 
| 4» George Fox hath ſuffered in ma- 
ny Priſons, where he lay in the Rain 
and Dirt, which were promiſed to be 
mended by the Judges, but were not: 
but the Johns never ſuffered in any 

Priſon, as I know, except it was two 
or three Months in Fifberton- Anger; 
where they had a dry Houſe, a good 

* Bed, and Food convenient, I ſaw it. 

Wiliem Rogers, if thou and all thy 

Friends 
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Friends concern'd, can prove all your 
Writings true, and mine falſe; then I 
tle E will willingly (ubmic to the truth jn 
pa- you 3 But if you cannot prove your 

Writing true, nor mine falſe, then you 
ny iſ are tO ſubmit to the truth in me 3 and 
9 Controverlte will be ended. 


h 1 Marlbrougb the 3d. 
1th Momh , 1681. 


&: Being the 31 year of my Age- 


e THOMAS LAWRENCE. 


be T is defired that this may be diſperſed only amongſt 
F Friends called Quakers, and ſuch others as have 
t; leen or do receive W. R. his ſaid Book againſt them. 


3 | 


THE END. 


